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DDY, WHAT ARE SAINTS? 


“Daddy, what are saints?” the youngster 


Hy asked, 

And I paused before making my 
= reply. 
| 2 “Do we know any saints right here on 
|= earth, 


) Or do they all live with God in the 
sky?” 
ered the church of God just then, 
.s the morning sun shone bright and fair 
sh the stained-glass windows, wide and high, 
and the reverent figures painted there. 
are all saints, my son,” I said, 
d his face took on a rapture new. 
know now what saints are, Dad; 
“hey are the people God’s light shines through.” 
—Jack Gromley from “Food for Thot.” 


OR GOD 


maps the saddest thing about human history is the 
Mat you and I were not there at the beginning to 
bod what to do and how to do it. The Bible opens 
tthe statement: “In the beginning God...” But 
‘what help we could have given Him if only it had 
“In the beginning God, after due consultation 
nan” — 
Ve would have fixed things so that sin would not 
[been possible. 
We would have insisted that the universe be cre- 
k0 as to make God’s plan harmonize with our in- 
mal views of cosmogony. 
PVe would have helped Him tell the tragic story of 
_ fall with all its awful consequences in a much 
modern style. 
INe would have helped Him organize His program 
»rld government on a much more efficient manner. 
dea of entering upon a covenant with a chosen 
te and allowing millennia to pass before anything 
ened! 
We would have brought Christ into this world, if 
was needed, with some high-powered fanfare so 
the wise men would have known where to find 


We could have helped most particularly in the 
ar of revelation. This thing of having many authors 
he story of God’s love in such an unsystematized 
ner is not quite up to our par. We would have 
.d poor God by putting all truth in logically sys- 
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tematized form under carefully chosen headings and 
then everything would have been crystal clear. 

Now, tell me, just why didn’t God think about all of 
this? Why did I have to think of it? Poor God! Or 
could it be: “Poor man?”—American Lutheran. 


CHICKENS WILL BE CHICKENS 


A wounded chicken may find survival in the barn- 
yard impossible. He may be pursued and pecked to 
death. What is his offense? Just one: He is different 
from the rest—perhaps more unfortunate than the rest. 
Well, chickens will be chickens. We must not expect 
too much of them. 

But, amazing as this would seem, people can act like 
that, too. A very fine black man rented a store building 
and brought his equipment for a cleaning and pressing 
establishment. The white people raised a big fuss. 
Some lied about him. Others circulated a petition 
against such a man in business in that place, so he gave 
up his plans to do his honest work there. What was his 
crime? Just one: He was different in color from those 
whites. 

Without protest those same men allowed a tavern to 
operate in that community! 

What a wicked and stupid thing a human heart is 
sometimes seen to be. C. L. H. in Free Methodist. 


FISHERS OF MEN 


What is your gift—song? You shall sing for Him! You 
shall become a preacher of salvation through that 
means. Sympathy? You shall minister to His sick and 
poor. 

Are you a builder? You shall help to build the tem- 
ple of God. A soldier? You shall fight the good fight 
of faith. A servant? You shall be a bondservant of 
Christ. 

Our Lord never destroys a faculty—He consecrates 
and exalts it. 

Fishers of men! That is what we all ought to be; we 
are saved that we may become saviors. 

Notice how the disciples at once began to fish for oth- 
ers. Andrew went and called his own brother Simon; 
John went off and brought James. Have we begun to 
fish for men? Have we ever laid hold of a soul for 
Christ? The joy of “catching a man alive’—there is 
nothing on earth to equal it. 

How shall we become fishers of men? Not by our 
own cleverness or skill. “. . . I will make you fishers of 
men.” We must go to Jesus Christ for the necessary 
qualifications.—J. D. Jones. 
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News and Notes 


TRIBUTES TO PASTOR ANDERS 
HANSEN 


In a former issue we brought our 
own tribute to Pastor Hansen. Here 
are some local tributes reprinted from 
the Elk Horn Kimiballton Review: 
“Once in a great while a man comes 
along and shows there is something 
about that meekness and humility 
stuff as opposed to power and pride. 


“The community bade farewell to 
such a man the fore part of the week 
and we had no auditorium large 
enough to accommodate those who 
came to honor, to approve, to silent- 
ly applaud an exemplary life.” 


Pastor Hansen had built the mercy 
institution or Home for Invalids at 
Elk Horn “from a small beginning 
to an institution worth thousands of 
dollars but worth ever so much more 
in terms of service.” 


A second service was held Sunday 
afternoon in the chapel of the In- 
valid Home. “Beds were wheeled 
in—from the main floor or up the 
elevator and in from the lower floor. 
A sad sight perhaps, but happy too 
because of the home that had been 
provided for them. 


Tears flowed. The home residents 
had been asking ever since his death, 
‘What are we going to do without our 
Dad?’ ” 

Pastor C. M. Videbeck characterized 
Pastor Hansen as an arm of the Lord 
to soothe the suftering and the voice 
of the Lord to comfort the sorrowing. 


“A greeting was read from the Gov- 
ernor of Iowa commending the de- 
parted’s work for the old and the 
young. “The young’. Never before had 
we seen sO many young people at 
such a service. Tributes were paid 
iby Pastors J. Gerlt, Richard Morton. 
Dr. Morton said that he had given 
him the advice before he entered the 
ministry: You can accomplish a lot, 
if you don’t care who gets the credit. 
The synodical president Dr. Hans C. 
Jersild, sketched Pastor Hansen’s suc- 
cess in home, church and institution. 
Pastor George Robertson paid tribute 
to him in song. 

“We miss him. It has been a great 
pleasure to have been of some small 
service in his work. And we shall 
learn that we can get along without 


‘Dad’ Hansen, for he built a strong 
bridge for those who follow.” 


Pastor Anders Hansen was born in 
Denmark, March 6, 1886. He came 
to America in 1906. He studied at 
Chicago and Blair and was ordained 
in 1915. He was married in 1914 to 
Martha Rasmussen. He died July 24, 
1955 at Atlantic, Iowa. 


Pastor H. M. Hansen’s new address 
is 9159 William Street, Castro Val- 
ley, ‘Calif. 


Pastor Robert O. Berthelsen of Mil- 
waukee, Wis., is at present confined 
to a hospital because of a blood clot. 
He will be compelled to rest for some 
time. 


CARD OF THANKS 
We wish to take this means of say- 
ing Thank You to the many, many 
friends who have sent memorial gifts 
in memory of our dear husband and 
father the Rev. Anders Hansen. Also 
for the many comforting letters and 
cards received—it means so much: to 
know we have been carried on the 
Wings of Prayer—thanks to the many 
Pastors who attended the last rites— 
may God bless you all for what you 
have done. 
Gratefully yours, 
Mrs. Anders Hansen 
and family 


ATLANTIC W.MLS. 


The annual meeting of the Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society, Atlantic 
District, will be held in conjunction 
with the district convention at Salmon- 
hurst, New Brunswick, on September 
Ist thru September 4th, 1955. 

All local societies are urged to send 
delegates. Delegates to this conven- 
tion shall ‘be: 


1. Members of the executive board. 


2. Members of the literature com- 
mittee. 


3. Wives of pastors of our district. 


4, Delegates elected by local societies 
in the ratio of one delegate for each 
twenty-five members, or fraction 
thereof. 

A short preliminary business meet- 
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ing of the Womenjs Missionary | 
ciety will be held Friday morning 
11:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The busi 
meeting will be held on Friday af 
noon from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. | 
Women’s Missionary Society progl 
will be Friday evening at 8:00 pt 


PARISH WORKER NEEDED 


Our Savior’s Lutheran Chu 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, is in need @ 
parish worker. Anyone interested f 
apply by writing to Rev. V. N. © 
sen 606 Bluff Street, Council Blu 
Iowa. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF ILLIN 
DISTRICT W. M.S. . 
The annual meeting of the Ili 
District Women’s Missionary Soe 
will meet at Edmore, Michigan - 
Friday, August 27, afternoon 
evening. 


Our guest speaker will be Pa 
Harry Wolf, Director of Luthe 
Charities in Detroit, Michigan, 1 
will speak on the Refugee situa 
among Lutherans in Europe. Certa 
it is an interesting and timely sub 
close to the hearts of all of us. 


We cordially invite all members 
delegates to be present. 


WISCONSIN DISTRICT TO ME! 


The fifty-eighth Annual Conven 
of the Wisconsin District will be ] 
at Clinton Wisconsin on Septembe 
llth. Each congregation is urged 
send delegates. 

A. S. Petersen, District Presiden’ 

Thorvald Hansen, District Secre 


The Congregation of Pella Luthe 
Church of Clinton, Wisconsin, exte 
a cordial invitation to the pastors, 
egates and members of the Congr 
tions of the Wisconsin District to b 
guests during the District Conven 
to be held Sept. 8-11th. Lodging 
breakfast will be provided in 
homes. 


Please send your reservations 
lodging to the pastor or to Mr. Jt 
Westergaard, Route 1, Darien, Wis. 
September 6th. 


Frank Nielsen, Past 
James Thompson, St 


ligious News Service, 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 
United States and Canada, $3.00 per year in advance; foreign countries, § 
news items and books to be reviewed should be sent to the editor at Spence: 


JOHN M. JENSEN, Bdit 
321 E. 8th Street 
Spencer, Iowa 


St., Cedar Falls, Ia. A special club ra 
Ss, and $2.00-a ye 
Subscriptions, remittances, change o 
t to the Lutheran Publishing House, ~ 


Entered as second-class matter, December 14, 192 


15, 1955 


torials and Comments 


‘fAre We Nervous About Heresy? 


iipas been reported that three pastors of the United 
wpran Church in America are being investigated in 
jydoctrinal beliefs. These pastors are in the Mil- 
2 pe, Wis., area. One of the men is supposed to de- 
) i virgin birth of Christ. One has been found guil- 
Hear. 

: ar 

( 


; interesting thing is not that three young men 
: 
+) 


feing questioned as to their faith, because those 
} will go on as long as there is a church. But the 
‘that interests us is that the South Wisconsin Dis- 
ot the Missouri Synod at once passed a resolution 
sing the virgin birth of Christ. It was stated that 
resolution was passed to back up the men who are 
tigating the three pastors. The Augustana Luther 
ae Convention held in Canada this summer also 
#4 a resolution affirming the virgin birth. 


t 
4 
E 
1a 

‘} hold the virgin birth of Christ, but we do not see 
e should at once begin to pass resolutions because 
@ pastors in another church are being questioned. The 
1 birth of Christ is a cardinal doctrine of our faith. 
#o not need to fear that the Lutheran Church will 
fj this doctrine. Would it not be better to let this 
Wy trial be an internal affair? We feel sure that the 
.A. will be able to cope with it without resolu- 

from the outside. 


Quality or Quantity 


Notes about Higher Education, Also Christian 
iker Education 


is well known that our population is increasing, 
jeducators are discussing how to cope with the 
lems of students in the years to come. The News 
atin of the National Lutheran Educational Confer- 
has interviewed a number of educators about ex- 
dion, needs, quality, etc. Here are some comments. 


Becker, President, Wartburg College—Crowded 
WPlanning Larger 


We need to remember that the anticipated increases 
‘to the rapid population growth will not affect our 
ges seriously for another few years; the full impact 
1 not be felt until about 1965-70; yet our facilities 
kbcrowded to capacity even at the present time. 


statistical study indicates that without additional 
}llment restrictions Wartburg College could con- 
katively anticipate an enrollment of 1,225 by 1970. 


i-or L. Butterfield, President, Wesleyan University 
tangers in Expansion 

First, I suspect the bulk of these strictly tangible 
Hs will be met in appreciable measure. It’s typically 


srican to do this kind of thing, as our experience 
+ World War II shows. There will be enormous pub- 


oA AeA eae OS'S SSCS CE 

OK KK KK AK KR ehcetcoccooeoccocrcocrcnenepeenegs 
SOPOPP PPP OF 

CELEELELEE@ELG GGG S 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 3 


lic pressures to meet the demand. Humanitarian and 
egalitarian sentimentality; the increasing demand of 
young people for at least the symbols of higher educa- 
tion; competitive urges of pride, prestige, and prejudice 
in our communities and in our institutions; our fear of 
Russia and her educational productivity—this whole 
complex of motives, along with others, will drive us 
toward expansion of physical provisions and creation of 
new ones. 


“Secondly, despite the fact that we will meet these 
needs, I think the effort will result largely in giving 
more people more bad education. As an untutored but 
shrewd acquaintance of mine put it to me the other day, 
“Everybody’s getting to be a college boy, and each one 
dumber than the next.” With additional masses of stu- 
dents there will be an intensification of mass learning 
processes, of large lectures by means of loud-speakers, 
radio, and television, of more textbook learning, more 
objective testing and curve grading—an expansion of all 
the methods, in short, that make for the passive, regur- 
gitated learning that does so little to stimulate positive 
curiosity and creative thought. 


“The talents of good and gifted teachers, hard to come 
by in any case, will be even more widely dispersed and 
dissipated through the educational spectrum. 


Dale D. Welch, President, Hastings College—Quality 
Comes First 


“It is my own judgment as your president that we 
should continue to emphasize quality and depth of pene- 
tration, rather than breadth in terms of increased en- 
rollment. There will always need to be a sizable group 
of private colleges which put quality ahead of numbers. 
I believe that Hastings College should continue in that 
group.” 


Howell H. Brooks, President, Coe College—Meeting the 
Financial Need 


“The magnitude of the problem is rather awesome, 
but extremely challenging. A large amount of my time 
this year will be spent on contacts with foundations, 
corporations, and individuals in an attempt to bring to 
Coe ever-increasing resources of all kinds. Contacts of 
every kind, both direct and indirect, must be made. In- 
terest in the work Coe is doing must be called to the 
attention of an increasing number of people and organ- 
izations every year.” 


Deane W. Malott, President, Cornell University—Pro- 
tecting Standards 


“Regardless of the pressures—and our responsibilities 
to the State of New York through our contract colleges 
are very much a factor—I hope we shall be able to re- 
sist any marked expansion of our offerings unless such 
expansions are so endowed as to put no new drain on 
the university’s resources or unless they are needed to 
implement our present scholastic commitments.” 
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CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


Southern Baptists Have 
500 Churches In California 

Fresno, Calif. (RNS)—More than 
500 Southern Baptist churches have 
been established in California during 
the past 15 years, it was announced 
here. They have a total of 90,000 mem- 
bers. * 

Dr. S. G. Posey, executive secretary 
of the Southern Baptist General Con- 
vention of California, said the Conven- 
tion was organized in Sept., 1940, with 
13 churches. Now it has 501. 

He said a goal of 1,000 churches by 
1960 had been set by his group. 

The Convention also operates the 
California Baptist College in Riverside, 
the Golden Gate Baptist Seminary in 
Berkeley, the Jeness Youth Camp near 
Yosemite National Park and a chil- 
dren’s home in Bakersfield. 


Another $64,000 
Question 

America’s television sensation this 
summer—as though you needed to be 
told—is a quiz program called “The 
$64,000 Question.” A contestant who 
successfully answers a series of pro- 
gressively formidable questions can, 
in four appearances, win that amount. 
So far, the program’s star has been 
Mrs. Catherine Kreitzer, a grandmother 
who, judging from her address and 
account of her family background, 
probably comes from a long line of 
Pennsylvania Mennonites or Luther- 
ans. She answered questions about 
the Bible which carried her up to $32,- 
000; then refused to try for the $64,- 
000 jackpot, pleading the apostolic in- 
junction (which she mistakenly ascrib- 
ed to Ephesians) to let her moderation 
be known unto all men. Income tax 
experts say that she thus showed as 
much financial acumen as familiarity 
with the Scriptures. Bully for Mrs. 
Kreitzer! We cannot feel the same 
way, however, about the thousands 
and thousands of other Americans who, 
the TV master of ceremonies and the 
daily press tell us, have been moved 
by her triumph to “dust off their Bi- 
bles” or to boost Bible sales. What 
sort of book do these multitudes think 
the Bible is? What kind of questions 
will they take to it for answer? Mrs. 
Kreitzer’s questions, despite all the 
ballyhoo, were factually elementary. 
If a lipstick manufacturer thinks it 
worth $32,000 to be told the names of 
eight of the twelve disciples, or that 
Alphaeus was the father of James the 
Lesser—well, that’s all right for a quiz 
program. But it does not represent the 
sort of “knowing the Bible” which 


has any deep religious significance. 
All it means is that people like to play 
games. The Bible is not a game; it is 
judgment: “sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and spirit, of joints and marrows, and 
discerning the thoughts and intents of 
the heart.” 


Roman Catholics 
Demonstrate Strength 

South America was still the world’s 
most Roman Catholic continent. Last 
week Catholics concluded the biggest 
demonstration of their loyalty which 
they had ever attempted south of the 
equator. By boat, train, and on foot 
more than a half-million of the faith- 
ful crowded into Rio de Janeiro for a 
mammoth eucharistic congress. 

The city government hauled 2.5 mil- 
lion cubic yards of rock and dirt into 
the bay in Brazil’s capital city, creat- 
ing a 50-acre park where mass could 
be celebrated before the congregation 
of 220,000. 


There were reasons for a huge 
demonstration of Roman Catholic 
strength in Latin America. Govern- 
ments needed to be reminded that the 
church is a power not to be disregard- 
ed. It had been only six weeks since 
General Peron’s attack on the church 
reached its climax in Argentina. In 
Guatemala, where a new constitution 
is being written, the church has so far 
failed to get an agreement that teach- 
ing of Roman Catholic faith will be 
compulsory in the schools. 


Protestants have made progress in 
Latin America. Among Brazil’s 55 mil- 
lion people, there are now 2.5 million 
Protestants. Although only about 3 per 
cent of South America’s 115 million 
people are Protestant (90 million are 
listed as Roman Catholic) the Protestant 
number in some areas is as high as 
20 per cent, and rapidly growing. 


Catholic Problem 

The Roman Catholic situation in 
Latin America had developed as it does 
in any area where a church has a gov- 
ernment-enforced monopoly. Almost 
everybody is lbaptized but 85 per cent 
of the people never go to church. There 
are too few priests for effective minis- 
try in the large parishes. 

Governments rebel against the heavy 
pressure of the hierarchy to acquire 
unlimited wealth and to secure laws 
protecting the church from competition. 
Eleven of the 20 Latin American re- 
publics have separated the church 
from the state. 


Four thousand Protestant mission- 
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aries are at work in Latin Am 
many of them representing Pent 
and other sects which make vi 
attacks on the Roman Catholic 
and hold noisy street meetings. 
Colombia and Peru there have — 
hard-fisted attempts to suppress 
estant missions. | 

In most Latin American coun 
Protestant worship is undistu1 
Protestants have permission for 1 
broadcasting. Bibles are distrib 
freely. A few Protestants have im] 
ant places in government. 


Enrollments for 1955-56 

Already in June admission off 
are reporting the necessity of tur 
down applications for admissior 
some Lutheran colleges. Gene 
lack of dormitory facilities acc 
for this situation. College admini 
tions are compelled to decide 1 
size enrollment the colleges shall al 
The general tendency is to plan 
greatly increased numbers of stud 
A few educators are warning agé 
expansion and enlarged progr 
These believe that the way out is1 
community colleges of the junior 
lege type. 


Congress Extends 
Selective Service 

On June 16 the Senate passed | 
3005 toextend Selective Servicefor 
years. Added to the bill was anc 
measure which, extends the do 
draft act for two years. Both bills 
previously been passed by the He 
The Selective Service Acts expirec 
June 30. Students for the mini 
who are properly certified by ch’ 
officials, are exempt; but this 
not mean that a student for the 1 
istry cannot enlist. The exemptio: 
students for the ministry was a { 
ilege granted by the Governmen 
light of the unusual need of more 
for the ministry to care for the st 
ual needs of the people. 

The Lutheran Church in Po 
which is behind the “iron curt: 
numbered 600,000 souls in 1939 ( 
of whom are German) and almost 
ministers, was in complete ruin ; 
the war. 45 Polish pastors were 
rested during the war and sent to. 
man concentration camps. 20 of 1 
perished and five died after their 
turn as a consequence of their sta 
these camps. In 1945 new territ 
were added to Poland with new 
sponsibilities for the church. In 
the number of active clergymen 
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Ordination Day in Numan 


ay, Feb. 27th, was a great day on our Sudan 

field. On that day six more native pastors 
rdained. We have only three other African pas- 
) you can imagine we are very glad for these new 


@yas at the close of our annual Christian meeting 
e ordination took place. There were Christians 


and the Boys’ Brigade and the Girls’ Brigade 
there in uniform. The church was packed tightly 
@iany had to sit outside. All in all, there were prob- 
about 1400 people there that day. 
church was beautifully decorated with green 
qnes and white flowers around the altar rail, the 
, baptismal font and the pillars. A circle of white 
@-s on the stone cross above the altar also reminded 
‘the purity of the One who died there. 
q: service began with the procession of the six 
Hates, six European pastors and four African pas- 
e were happy that the organ was in working or- 
Hat day as it is not always so in the dry season. 
singing was unusually joyful and inspiring. Rev. 
.elsen, who had the six candidates for most of 
training delivered the main sermon. Rev. Muir, 
man of the S.U.M., also gave a message. Following 
essage, each of the pastors present read a passage 
the Bible concerning the call and the work of pas- 
Then the six candidates were ordained into the 
isiyar Kristi a Sudan—Lutheran” (Church of 
in Sudan) by our mission chairman, Rev. Pil- 
.-Pedersen, the different pastors present participat- 
a the laying on of hands. 
candidates were: Akila Todi, Numan; Lenos 
Hu, Bille; Martin Malau, Lamurde; Dishon, Guyok; 
in Chaha’a, Pella; Bonatem, Tsamba. We do not 
}- all of them personally although we have met and 
Id with them a little. But we would like to tell you 
lle about each one. 
Kila started as a young boy helping Laura Madsen, 
fired nurse who spent many years on the field and 
1 great work in the Numan hospital, much of the 
doing the work of a doctor as there was none on 
ield. When we first met Akila (in 1950) he was 
nurse in this hospital and a great help to the mis- 
there as he could take most of the work of a Euro- 
_ He was also serving as an elder in the church. In 
he went into the pastors’ training class. In 1954, 
ras given a position as assistant to the District Of- 
and put in charge of schools, prisons, and sanita- 
tin this district. He still continues in this work. It 
‘snned that he shall go to England this summer for 
srt course in local government. There is also a 
‘ce that he will go to Denmark while in England in 
r to visit some of the Sudan Mission groups there. 


Lenos is from a village a few miles from Numan. He 
has been evangelist and teacher the past twenty years 
and is now leader of a large district with sixteen or 
eighteen churches to supervise. A few months before 
ordination he was very ill with tetanus. For a time we 
did not expect him to live; but God spared him for His 
work here and we are all very thankful. 

Martin, from a village near Lamurde, like two of our 
present pastors, was once a house boy with missionary 
Thompsons and remembers them with much love and 
thankfulness. He told us after Rev. Thompson’s death 
that the Christians in Lamurde would never forget him 
—nor would they let their children forget. He, too, has 
been evangelist and teacher some twenty years. He is 
a small, quiet, shy person—a great contrast to his fel- 
low-pastor in that district, but he seems to be a very 
sincere and humble man. 

Dishon from Guyok we do not know very well, but 
the missionary there says they are very thankful for 
him especially since the former pastor had to be re- 
moved when he embezzled the church funds. Dishon 
has been a teacher and church elder for several years in 
a village near Guyok. 

Simon, Pella, has been an evangelist for seventeen 
years and the spiritual leader of the congregations in a 
large part of the Kilba tribe, which numbers about 45,- 
000 people. There is enough work for the two African 
pastors and the missionary couple stationed in that area. 
It is a very difficult place to work in at present be- 
cause there is a very strong feeling against the Chris- 
tians, especially on the part of the chief and other lead- 
ers who favor the Mohammedans. Simon told how he 
had first felt the call to be an evangelist. He was work- 
ing as cook for one of our former missionaries at the 
time and when he came to tell them that he would like 
to leave, they asked him to stay on, So he himself hired 
a “kuku matie“ (cook’s young helper) and taught him 
to cook. Then he felt he could leave without making it 
too difficult for them. 

Bonatem, Tsamba, is the first pastor in his tribe. He, 
too, has a difficult area in which to work because of the 
large majority of Mohammedans there. His wife has 
had symptoms of tuberculosis but it is not sure that she 
has the disease. It would be especially hard for him if 
she should because they have six young children. We 
hope that she will be able to continue as his helpmeet for 
several years. Most of our pastors have a wife and a 
fairly large family. Their wives can be a great help to 
them in their work, especially among the women. 

It was a wonderful experience to be together with 
our African pastors and their wives (those who were 
able to attend) that night at a dinner. All of us—mis- 
sionaries and African co-workers—were seated at a 
long table outside. We had real fellowship with one an- 
other. After the dinner greetings were read from 
friends of the mission in Denmark and the Home 
Boards both in Denmark and the U.S.A. One former 

(Continued on page 7) 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
What Made Him Great? 


A few days ago I sat in Chicago 
waiting for a plane. While waiting, 
I learned that the Boston Red Sox 
were playing the Chicago White 
Sox. When this news became known 
to me I soon found my way to the 
ball park to watch these two great 
teams play. It was about the fourth 
inning, two men were on _ base, 
and Ted Williams was at bat. The 
crowd was tense when suddenly the 
great slugger hit a ball right out of 
the park. This was a thrilling ex- 
perience even for the Chicago fans. 
When the crowd had quieted down 
a man sitting near me asked one of 
his friends, “What makes him so 
great?” To this question the friend 
went on to explain that he had read 
that Ted Williams would have been 
great in whatever sport he had 
chosen. In other words, he was born 
to be a great athlete. Thus it is 
with many of the so called great 
people of our day. They were born 
with a high intelligence that made 
them outstanding in the intellectual 
world. They were born with out- 
standing vocal cords which made 
them exceptional vocalists. 


At the same time, we learn of 
other great men who were not 
born with such natural abilities but 
through hard work made  them- 
selves a place among the famous 
people of history. 

The Bible gives us the life his- 
tory of many great people. One 
such was the man named John. If 
we should ask what one of the out- 
standing characteristics of his life 
was we would probably answer, 
“He was a person whose heart was 
filled with love for his Lord and his 
fellowmen.” 


However, if someone should ask, 
“What made him great in this re- 
spect?” we would not be able to 
answer that he was born with this 
love in his heart or that he had 
worked hard and had developed this 


By Homer Larsen 


loving attitude. Early in John’s lite 
he was not that loving soul but 


‘rather a hard fisherman who was 


concerned about John and those 
dear to him. 

Then one day he met Jesus. He 
was called to be a disciple of Christ. 
Thus he followed the Savior. It is 
interesting to notice that even af- 
ter becoming a disciple of Jesus 
there was still a hardness in his 
soul. Luke tells us how he scolded 
a man for casting out demons in 
the name of Christ. At another 
time he asked Jesus to call down 
fire on Samaria because they had 
refused to receive Jesus and His 
disciples in one of their villages. 
Certainly this was not a loving spir- 
it. He was with his mother when 
she asked Jesus to make John and 
his brother the two most important 
disciples. There was nothing de- 
sirable in these characteristics. 

What a change from being a man 
such as we have just described to 
a person who could write only a 
few years later, “Beloved, let us 
love one another; for love is of God, 
and he who loves is born of God 
and knows God. He who does not 
love does not know God; for God 
is love. In this the love of God was 
made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through him. 
In this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the expiation for our 
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. 
No man has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God abides in 
us and his love is perfected in us.” 
I John 4:7-11. 

What made him great? What 
changed his personality? It was 
John’s meeting with Jesus Christ. 
He was overwhelmed with Christ’s 
love for him—that Jesus was will- 
ing to die for him, a poor, insignifi- 
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cant fisherman. John not only 
ceived this Savior, and thre 
Him the forgiveness of his sins, 
Jesus lived within him and f 
his whole life with a new . 
Within John the Holy Spirit cre 
a love for his Lord and for his 
lowmen. After that John w 
never have stopped to scold a 
nor would he have urged Jesu 
call down fire on a people. Ra 
he would have shown a greater 
for them. 

It was this love created wi 
his heart by the Holy Spirit 
made him great in the Kingdor 
God. So great was he that he 
came known as Jesus’ “Bele 
Disciple.” It was John who was 
of the three who was with J 
when He raised Jairus’ daughte1 
was one of the three who 
with Christ to the Mount of Tr 
figuration, to the Garden 
Gethsemane, who sat next to 
sus at the Last Supper, who 
entrusted with Mary, the me 
of our Lord in the flesh ; 
Christ’s death and resurrection 
ascension. 


One of the characteristics | 
great Christian is one whose k 
is filled with the love of Chris} 
his God and fellowmen. Isn’ 
strange how we can accept 
love of God for us and then sg 
so little love for Him who diec 
us and for our fellowmen. ] 
within the Church we find pe 
hating one another, speaking 
kindly to fellow believers anc 
fusing to fellowship with ce 
people of their own congregat 
Isn’t it strange that people who 
themselves Christians can 
through life and have nothin 
do with other people becaus 
some unpleasant experience in 
past? 

God doesn’t mean that we 

(Continued on page 7) 
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OUR FOREIGN MISSION FIELDS 

Continued from page 5 
mary had sent a special verse of scripture for 

the candidates. These were read in Hausa. One 
most frequently read verses that day was II. Tim. 
reach the word: be instant in season, out of sea- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
pe.” It was very fitting for all of us. 

Wr the greetings, each of the newly ordained men 
| short speech of thanks and told a little about 
ae felt to have reached the day of his ordination. 
Wot them seemed quite humble at the thought of 
@imew position and couldn’t quite believe that God 
rally called them to be pastors. But they asked 


n| 
je 


‘IAT MADE HIM GREAT? 
NMContinued from page 6 
have to agree with people 
Your convictions differ from 
@ ‘but He does definitely tell us 
}; Word that we are not to car- 
‘yr hatred for anyone. In fact 
Mays that if we find ourselves 
~ altar and remember that we 

something against our neigh- 
@nat we are to leave the altar 
so and get it straightened out 
pour enemy and then return. 
= of the characteristics of a 

Christian is that his heart 
seed with love. We aren’t born 

ay. We do not develop this 
wourselves. It is a gift of God. 
wvants to work that love in the 
#5 of each one of us that we 
§: love even those who appear 
Hiloveable to us. 


CHURCH NEWS 
Continued from page 4 


"oday the Lutheran church in 
rd numbers 220,000 souls. There 


For a. Adah yuo, 
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us to remember them in our prayers as they took up 
their new work. 

We would ask the same of you. A pastor in this land 
today needs much wisdom and guidance in presenting 
his message to all people—Moslem, pagan, and Chris- 
tian alike. He also needs the strength that only God 
can give to overcome the temptations all around him. 
Do pray for our African pastors. 

We thank you for your interest in our work—for your 
prayer support as well as your gifts. May you continue 
your good work for the glory of His name. 

Sincere greetings in Christ, 
Donald and Marjorie 
Curtis and Carol Wahlgren 


aud. 


ell ‘The Lutheran Brotherhood Story 


910 large congregations, 159 small 
aes (e.g. congregations with few- 
fan 150 voting members). There 
#03 preaching stations, altogether 
fenters of church work. There are 


asent 103 ordained pastors and the 


We offer you this opportunity to represent LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 
and to help fellow-Lutherans provide for their financial future through 
the medium of life insurance. 


You will gain real satisfaction as our representative, knowing that in 
helping others plan for their future needs, you are also providing a 
secure future for yourself. 


Send the coupon today for a free booklet, “Career Opportunities,’ 
that will give you more helpful information about this interesting field 


a 


th employs 255 lay workers. The 
th owns 354 churches and chapels 
f= services are held. The church 
1 theological academy for the train- 
}f new pastors. It has 6 profes- 


fand 24 students. It is maintained Name 
i.e state. Addres 
City. 
GUYER AND HANSEN 


LOANS 
SURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
wile Guyer P. V. Hansen 


, 608 Second Avenue South 5 ° 


of life insurance selling. 


2 


1 would like to learn more about the advantages of selling LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 
life insurance. Please send me the free booklet, “Career Opportunities.” 


Age. 


Zone_____._ State. 


ou LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY 


THIS IS 


LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE | : 
CARL F. GRANRLUD, President 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Previously acknowledged 


Racine, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Andersen in memory of Mrs. Harry H.................. | 


lamsen, Denman kee WiaSe c.ccescccscsececteduescacsects cus@evagle-maedesae eeeastscoshelsercs Ole-taeaee seat BRU iene cereeee NerBtccnanccass|| naareccaee: . 
Kenosha, Wis., St. Mary’s Hy. Luth. Church -| 400.00 25.00] 125.00 25.00| 100.00) 12.50) 12.50 
Kansas City, Kan., Westwood Luth. Church 193.60 xg} .. 0" 12.50) 12.50) 3 
Racine. Wiss, Gethsemane™ duths (Chiarchy Si. < ccrees acca trnne sates tener a aidesslotsr eres 500.00 
North Luck, Wis., St. Peter’s Ladies Aid $2.50 in memory of Rev. Anders ................ 
Hansen, $2.50 in memory of Cora Gregersen, $2.50 in memory of Mrs. ................ 
FRAGMUS—TSVAISSM 9 paca. To ce h rerecar este asst bow saeeeee erect lod tiepeach atau eer eas rentcher cs mee cRe pean eee 7.50 
North Luck, Wis., St. Peter’s Luth. Church in memory of Rev. Anders ................ 
A ip: Ysa ct=) 7 ae a RED On ere RE AR ino pe eRe a gost & tia coos OR EZ OO a Ga boud mcrae ann epaapACAsTIG 5.00 
North Luck, Wis., friends from St. Peter’s Luth. Church in memory of ................ 
Revs Andersie ELansenbes.. saiccuiee Mees. vonades Meadors dante ieocaeia ete tease cecwege cca se mate 15.00 
Blair, Nebr., Mrs. Martin Eskelsen in memory of her husband ....... .... ..... 5.00 
Brush, Colo., Miss Edel Hansen in memory of Rev. Anders Hansen, Elk ................ 
1 3 oi) 6 Ff Pe Ee gm ce ear oe aN once eRe REE Bi obo 0c econ acaKouLnon oe BOnio ood senss60 20.00 
Easton, Cialif., in memory of Hobert Jensen: Miss Nora Hansen, Omaha. ................ 
$38, Mrs. Nelsine Ayers, Haston $2 ............. are 5.00 
Kankakee, Ill., Trinity Luth. Ladies Aid 8.00], 
Elk Horn, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Ludvig Winther in memory of Pastor Anders ........ ....... 
Gis UB ak: 0 ee Le neRre orang Roca eree is Meer ine PaDOenG: eben ocoao-nenbe ucttiosennnbatonaetrcGesage ic: Gant 


Racine, Wis., Emmaus Hv. Luth. Church 
Spencer, Ia., Bethany Ladies Aid in memory of P. N. Thompsen 


Rutland, Ia., Trinity Luth. Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. A. C. Johnson 
Audubon, Ia., Rev. and Mrs. Erhardt Nielsen and Mr. and Mrs. John Jen- 


sen in memory of Pastor Anders Hansen 


SPEOIAL MISSIONS 


Previously acknowledged 
Fresno, Calif., Bethel Luth. Ladies Aid 
Fresno, Calif., 

fred Thompson for Pastors’ Training School, Sudan 
Denmark, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. Nels Gerhard in memory of Hd- 

ward Derworth 
Fresno, Calif., Mrs. M. K. Jensen in memory of her husband 
Glidden, Ia., Leonard Jensen in memory of George T. Chris- 

GEMS Or eee ciieinc cere cones teee renee eens a eeN na eee nt taclae Diels eloeoles Semen eetlene senee dete 
Selma, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Martin Jensen in memory of Mrs. 

Art Jensen 
Spencer, Ja., Inga Skov and ‘Carrie Andersen of Bethany Church 
Kenosha, Wis., St. Mary’s Ev. Luth. Church 
Montreal, Quebec, Can., St. Ansgar Danish Hy. Luth. Church .... 
Racine, Wis., Gethsemane Luth. Church 
Morton Grove, Ill., Mr. and Mrs. Christian Boyesen for a Girls’ 

School in Japan in memory of Kristen Overgaard, Chicago, 

Tl. 
Blair, Nebr., Mrs. Martin Eskelsen in memory of her husband.. 
Akron, Colo., Mr. and Mrs. Christ Johnson 
Dickson, Alberta, Canada, Bethany 
Dickson, Alberta, Can., Bethany Luth. 

Sudan. “MAISTO my eo Meta ncceeoconeassonnenda sas odeceeeeteet eect e nomen ee ee ecennoaes fa veene 
Dickson, Alberta, Can., Bethany Luth. Church 
Dickson, Alberta, Can., Bethany S. S. 
standard, Alberta, Can., Nazareth Luth. Church, an offering .... 
Red Deer, Alberta, Can., Trinity Ev. Luth. Church 
Waston, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Chris°Thompson in memory of Ho- 

bert Jensen 
Wisconsin District W.M.S. for salary August and Sept. to Helen 

IMP Jacobsen aera, RD SUR Mag i atedee Acc eMac ea aa AONE SHELA EUR ON eee Line 
Dlds, Alberta, Can., St. Paul’s Luth. Church offering ... 


TOTAL 


About a month ago there was a gift of $5.00 for the Pension 
memory of Thorval Thomsen. 


Received with thanks. 
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Bethel Luth. Ladies Aid in memory of Rev. Al- | 


Blair, Nebr., Aug. 6, 1955. 


August 15. 


Chil- 

Total dren’s 
Received Hermes 
|| 1246.45] 4419.91 


School General Home Indian Utah 
Fund ¥und Mission Mission Mission 


1263.33] 4740.70|1470.35], 


5b18.20]1545.36| 135.41] 3 


Seuth 
Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission 


1105.39] 3833.32] 30.00] 48.80/16962.95| q 


[evened 
48.80|17619.20] 


1105.39 


. 1804.14 


Fund in memory of Thorval Hansen, Spencer, Ia. It should have be 


H. J. Hansen, Trea: 


C. M. Videbeck, Pres. the members of the congregation. J] 


The 58th Annual convention of the Iowa 
District UHLC will be held at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Graettinger, Iowa, Sep- 
tember 8-11, 1955, Rev. Arthur Sorensen, 
Pastor. All the congregations are urgently 
requested to send full delegations. Friends 
are cordially invited. 

Business agenda: Proposal for Home Mis- 
sion Extension, Stewardship and Budget, 
Election of Officers, ete. 

Dr. George Forell, Professor at State 
University of Iowa, convention guest. 


Pastor Wesley Anderson, Sec’y 
Program Enclosed 


IOWA DISTRICT CONVENTION 
INVITATION 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Graetting- 
er, lowa, extends a cordial invitation to the 
delegates and members of the congrega- 
‘ions of the Iowa District to be its guests 
during the 58th Annual Convention, Sep- 
tember 8-11. Lodging will be provided by 


sf 

tat ob 

bsoad 8) 
ALISUZ 
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and Motels are not available withir 
immediate vicinity, but reservations 
be made in these accommodations if 13 
sary. Please send your reservation: 
lodging to: U. E. L. C. Convention 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Graettinger, 
Cards for this purpose are available 
your pastor. 


Arthur W. Sorensen, Pa: 
Gerhardt Jensen, Presid: 
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